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ordinary men a right to wonder at the folly and presumption
of a man gifted like Mr. Wordsworth, and made him appear,
in his second avowed publication, like a bad imitator of the
worst of his former productions.

We venture to hope, that there is now an end of this folly;
and that, like other follies, it will be found to have cured itself
by the extravagances resulting from its unbridled indulgence.
In this point of view, the publication of the volumes before us
may ultimately be of service to the good cause of literature.
Many a generous rebel, it is said, has been reclaimed to his
allegiance by the spectacle of lawless outrage and excess
presented in the conduct of the insurgents ; and we think
there is every reason to hope, that the lamentable consequences
which have resulted from Mr. Wordsworth's open violation
of the established laws of poetry, will operate as a wholesome
warning to those who might otherwise have been seduced
by his example, and be the means of restoring to that antient
and venerable code its due honour and authority.